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believer in this fundamental doctrine no argument
can here be necessary, nor in place, to counteract
the view above presented. To state it in its naked
contrast with the divine authority of God’s word,
is enough.

But there may well be a further inquiry here
raised, viz., whether there was in fact, in the minds
of Paul and other apostles and early Christians, so
‘strong an expectation of the speedy coming of
Christ to judgment as is thus assumed? The main
passage on which this assumption is made to rest
is the very one now under consideration ; which in
this way is first employed to demonstrate the exist-
ence of such an expectation; and then that expec-
tation is assumed to sustain this interpretation of
the passage. In respect to Paul, reference is made
to his language in 1. Cor. 15: 51, et seq., and 1.
Thess. 4 : 15 ; where, in speaking of our Lord’s final
coming, he uses the first person of the plural : ¢ we
ghall not all sleep;” “we who are alive,” ete.
The inference drawn by some is, that Paul expected
the coming of the judgment day in his own life-
time, so that he himself would be one of those who
would then be alive and would be changed without
seeing death. But nothing is more evident than

10 '



146 EXEGESIS OF MATT. 24: 29-31.

that the language of Paul here, as often elsewhere,
may be understood merely as including himself
and those to whom he was writing, as a portion of
the great body of Christians of the church univer-
sal in all ages, the dead as well as those living at
our Lord’s coming. So Chrysostom and others,
and even De Wette, regard it as certain that the
phrase, “ we shall all be changed,” referred both to
the dead and the living. And further, it would
seem that Paul’s language addressed to the Thessa-
lonians had, in fact, been so understood by some as
to imply the near approach of the judgment day;
and therefore the apostle, in his second Epistle,
takes occasion expressly to warn them against any
such misapprehension of his words: “Now we
beseech you, brethren, by the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ, and by our gathering together—with
him, that ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be
troubled, neither by Spirit, nor by word, nor by
letter as from us, as that the day of Christ is at
hand.” The very application of his language now
(as then) made, the apostle here protests against.
In the face of this protest, I do not see how we can
well affirm that Paul regarded the final coming
of our Lord as an event which was speedily to take
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place. That it was already so regarded by some,
is evident from the apostle’s teaching to the con-
trary ; and that the idea continued in the Church,
and was occasionally current in the early centur-
ies, is matter of history. Yet for this, not the
teachings of our Lord and -his apostles, but the
suggestions of human fancy, are responsible.
Another form of the same general view is that
presented by Olshausen. He too refers the verses
of Matthew under consideration directly to the final
coming of Christ, but seeks to avoid the difficulty
above stated by an explanation derived from the
alleged nature of prophecy. He adopts the theory
broached by Hengstenberg, that inasmuch as the
~ vision of future things was presented solely to the
mental or spiritual eye of the prophet, he thus saw
them all at one glauce as present realities, with
equal vividness and without any distinction of order
or time,—like the figures of a great painting with-
out perspective or other marks of distance or rela-
tive position. “The facts and realities are dis-
tinctly perceived ; but not their distance from the
period, nor the intervals by which they are sepa-
rated from each other.” Hence our Lord, in sub-
mitting himself to the laws of prophetic vision, was
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led to speak of his last coming in immediate con-
nection with his coming for the destruction of Jeru-
salem ; because in vision the two were presented
together to his spiritual eye, without note of any
interval of time. Not to dwell here upon the fact,
that this whole theory of prophecy is fanciful
hypothesis, and appears to have been since aban-
doned by its author ; it is enough to remark that
this explanation admits, after all, the same funda-
mental error, viz., that our Lord did mistakenly
announce his final coming as immediately to follow
the overthrow of the Holy City. Indeed, the dif-
ficulty is even greater here, if possible, than before ;
because, according to the former view, the error
may be charged upon the report of the Evangelists,
while here it can only be referred to our Lord him-
self.

It may, indeed, be further asked, whether the
Limitation to “this generation” in v. 34, may not
be referred solely to the prediction of the destruc-
tion of Jerusalem, ending with v. 28; and then
verses 29-31 be understood of the general judgment
without being affected by this limitation? The
reply to this question has already been given under
our third head above. The limitation has a clear
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and distinct reference to all the events foretold in
the previous discourse ; and thcrefore, as Lightfoot
says, “it is hence evident enough, that the preced-
ing verses are not to be understood of the last judg-
ment, but of the destruction of Jerusalem.”

V. We come now to our last preliminary in-

" quiry, viz—Whether the language of Matthew in

vs. 29-31 is in fact applicable to merely civil and
political commotions and revolutions ¢ and whether
the solemnity and strength of the language, and
the grandeur and pomp of the mode of representa-
tion, do not necessarily imply a catastrophe more
general and more awful than the fall of a single
city, or the subversion of a feeble people? Can it
be, then, that the language of these verses should
refer merely to the destruction of Jerusalem or of
the Jewish nation ¢

Not to dwell here upon the well-known facts,
that the language of the Orient, and especially of
the Hebrew prophets, is full of the boldest meta-
phors and the sublimest imagery, applied to events
and things which the manner of the Occident
would describe without figure and in far simpler
terms, it will be sufficient to show that similar lan-
guage is employed both in the Old and New Testa-
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ments on various occasions arising out of changes
and revolutions in the course of human events; and
especially in respect to the judgments of God upon
nations. We will take the verses in their order.

Verse 29. Here it is said, that gfter the preced-
ing tribulation, the darkness of the sun and moon,
the falling of the stars, and the shaking of the pow-
ers of heaven, are to be the harbingers of the Lord’s
coming. “The powers of heaven” are the sun,
moon and stars, “the host of heaven” of the Old
Testament. Now that the very same language,
and the same natural phenomena are employed in
other places to mark events in human affairs and to
announce God’s judgments, is apparent from the
following passages.

In Isaiah, chap. 13, woes and judgments are
denounced against Babylon. Inv.9 it issaid “the
day of the Lord cometh . .. .. to lay the land des-
olate;” and in v. 10 the following signs and accom-
paniments are pointed out: “For the stars of
heaven and the constellations thereof shall not
give their light; the sun shall be darkened in his
going forth, and the moon shall not cause her light
to shine.”

In Isaiah, chap. 34, similar woes and judg-
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ments are proclaimed against Idumea,—see vs.
5, 6. The prophet in v. 2 describes “ the indigna-
tion of the Lord upon all nations....he hath
utterly destroyed them ;” and in v. 4 he continues:
% And all the host of heaven ( Sept. dwbper v
obpaviw ) shall be dissolved ; and the heavens shall
be rolled together as a scroll; and all their host

" ghall fall down, as the leaf falleth off from the vine,

and as the withered leaf from the fig-tree.”

In Ez. 32 the prophet takes up a lamentation
for Pharaoh, v. 2; in the succeeding verses his de-
struction is foretold ; and then the prophet proceeds
in v. 7 as follows: “ And when I shall put thee
out, I will cover the heaven, and make the stars
thereof dark; I will cover the sun with a cloud,
and the moon shall not give her light. All the
bright lights of heaven will I make dark over thee,

and set darkness upon thy land, saith the Lord
God.”

In Joel. 2: 30, 31 [3, 3. 4, Heb.] the very same
phenomena are described as appearing “before the
great and terrible day of the Lord come.” In Acts,
2: 19, 20, this passage is quoted by the Apostle
Peter, and applied directly to the great events
which were to accompany the introduction of the
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new dispensation,—including obviously the signs
and wonders attendant upon the death and resur-
rection of our Lord ; the outpouring of the Spirit
on the day of Pentecost and upon the churches af-
terwards ; the spread and establishment of Chris-
tianity ; and the final termination of the Mosaic
dispensation in the subversion of the temple-
worship, and the irretrievable ruin of the Jewish
nation. ’

These examples are enough to show that the
language of the verse under consideration may well
be in like manner understood as symbolic of the
commotions and revolutions of states and kingdoms.
In respect to the other two Evangelists, the words
of Mark are entirely parallel to those of Matthew ;
while Luke interweaves a further allusion to ter-
restrial phenomena, and to the distress and faint-
ness of heart among men “for fears and for look-
ing after those things which are coming on the
earth.”

Verse 30. After the phenomena described in
the preceding verse, is to appear “the sign of the
Son of Man in heaven.” This of course is not the
Messiah himself, as some assume; but it would
seem to be something immediately connected with
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his personal appearance,—perhaps the dark clouds
and tempest, the thunders and lightnings, which
are ascribed as the usual accompaniment of a The-
ophania, and in which the Redeemeris at first
shrouded—(see Ps. 18: 11-14.) Then the Son of
Man himself is seen “coming in the clouds of
heaven with power and great glory.” Can this
magnificent and awful representation have refer-
ence merely to events in the world’s past history ¢

Let this question also be answered by an ap-
peal to the Old Testament. There Jehovah is rep-
resented as appearing in a similar manner, both
for the judgment of the wicked and the protec-
tion of the righteous.

Thus in Ps. 97: 2, seq: “Clouds and darkness
are round about him,—a fire goeth before him,
and burneth up his enemies round about,” ete.

So, too, in respect to particular nations. In
Tsaiah 19: 1, it is said: “ Behold the Lord rideth
upon a swift cloud, and shall come into Egypt;
and the idols of Egypt shall be moved at his pres-
ence,” ete.

In like manner, Ps. 68 is the description of a
continued Theophania, in behalf of the people of
Israel : see vs. 1, 2; 7, 8; 17, 18; 33, 85.
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The same sublime imagery is likewise employed
in Ps. 18 (see also 1. Sam. chap. 22) in describing
God’s appearance for the deliverance of an individ-
ual—his chosen servant David. A passage more
full of poetic sublimity and overpowering grand-
eur can hardly be found in the sacred writings
than is contained in vs. 7-15 of that Psalm. The
application of it to David follows immediately in
v. 16: “He sent from above, he took me, he drew
me out of many waters,” etc.

~ If then language of this kind relating to Jeho-
vah is employed in the Old Testament, with refer-
ence both to nations and to individuals, we surely
are authorized to apply the like representation of
the New Testament to an event so important in the
Divine economy as the overthrow of God’s own pe-
culiar people, and the chosen seat of their national
worship.

The source of tho particular form of representa-
tion in v. 30 is doubtless the seventh chapter of
Daniel. There in vs. 13, 14, the prophet says:
“] saw in the night visions, and behold, one like
the Son of Man came with the clouds of heaven.
And there was given him dominion, and glory,
and a kingdom, that all people, nations and lan-
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guages should serve him ; his dominion is an ever-
lasting dominion, which shall not pass away ; and
his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed.”
Here then is the Messiah, coming not for the day
of judgmenﬁ, but to introduce his spiritual kingdom
upon earth. Analogically, therefore, the like lan-
guage of our Lord in the verse before us must be
understood in the same way, and not made to re-
fer to the day of judgment.

Verse 81. Hosts of angels and the sound of
the trumpet belong to the Christophania here and
elsewhere, as also to the Theophania. Here, too,
it is said : “He shall send his angels (v. 31), and
they shall gather together his elect from the four

_winds ;” the same is affirmed in the corresponding
verse of Mark. This ¢ gathering,” it has been
thought, can refer only to the assembling of all na-
tions for the final judgment, as more fully depicted
in Matt. 25 : 81, et seq., and also as implied in the
explanation of the parable of the tares in Matt.
13:40,8eq. But on comparing the modes of ex-
pression in the two cases, they do not appear to be
parallel. Here the angels simply ¢ gather together
the elect;” there (in 25: 32) « all nations” are
gathered before him,—elect and non-elect, and the
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wicked are then separated from the righteous (see
also Matt. 13:41,43). Theidea of such aseparation
before the judgment seat is indeed essentially con-
nected with every representation of the day of judg-
ment, and cannot be separated from it. 'Why then
are only the elect here said (in v. 31) to be gath-
ered together? Nothing of the kind is expressed
or implied in the passage itself ; nor is it elsewhere
ever said of the elect, that they alone will be ¢ gath-
ered together,” to the judgment of the great day. ,
But the idea of “gathering together” those
widely dispersed, sometimes includes also the ac-
cessory notion of deliwerance and protection, as the
end and purpose of the act. Thus it is said of Je-
hovah that “he gathereth together the outcasts of
Israel” (Ps. 147: 2; Deut. 30: 3); he will gather
them out of all lands whither they are scattered,
will deliver them from all dangers, and secure to
them his protection. So too our Lord, in his touch-
ing lament over Jerusalem, exclaims ; “How often
would I have gathered thy children together, even
as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings,
and ye would not.” Here the idea of deliverance
and protection is strongly prominent. Now this
idea we may apply in the verse under consideration.
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In the commotions and distress antecedent to our
Lord’s coming for the destruction of the Jewish
state he will send his angels “ to gather together
his elect,” so that they may be delivered and pro-
tected from the dangers which threaten them. In-
deed, precisely this idea is strongly expressed by
Luke in the parallel verse: “And when these
things begin to come to pass, then look up, and
lift up your heads; jfor your redemption draw-
eth nigh.’

‘We come then to the general result, that the
language of the three verses under consideration
does not necessarily apply to the general judgment ;
while the nature of the context shows that such an
application is wholly inadmissible. On the other
hand, there is nothing in the language itself to
hinder our referring it to the downfall of Judaism
and the Jewish people; but rather both the con-
text and the attendant circumstances require it to
be understood of these events.

In further illustrating the language of our
Lord as thus applied, I would remark, that “his
coming,” as he foretold, includes as its object not
only the overthrow of the Jewish nation, but also
the establishment and spread of his own spiritual
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kingdom upon earth. This is clearly indicated in
the words of Daniel, as above cited ; and also in
those of Joel, as cited and dpplied by the apostle
Peter (Dan. 7:13—4; Acts 2:16,8eq). The latter
prophecy began to have its fulfilment in the signs
and wonders attendant upon our Lord’s death and
resurrection, and in the outpouring of the Spirit on
the day of Pentecost ; but it was fully accomplished
only in the later catastrophe of Jerusalem and Ju-
daism. The tenacity with which that people clave
to the outward rites and ceremonies of the Mosaic
dispensation, to the worship of the temple, and to
their hopes of restoration and exaltation under a
temporal Messiah, as also their fierce and unre-
lenting opposition to the claims of the lowly Jesus,
—all this was the first great and prominent obsta-
cle to the introduction and prevalence of his spirit-
ual reign. This was at that moment the great ene-
my to be vanquished; and the downfall of this
oppoeing power was to be the triumph and the
establishment of the Messiah’s kingdom. Both
these great results, therefore, were to be accom-
plished by this his coming (see also Matt. 16 : 27).
The destruction of Jerusalem and of the tem-
ple, although standing out as a prominent catastro-
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phe in this great series of events, was yet not the
only one, and perhaps not the most important.
Through the minute and vivid description of Jose-
phus, who was himself an actor and an eye-witness
in all those scenes of blood and desolation, the fall
of the Holy City has been brought out before the
world for all time with a distinctness and promi-
nence, greater, perhaps, than any other like event
of ancient history. Hence it has become the great
central point in the later history of the Jews; and
thus has overshadowed and shut out from view the
glighter notices of other events,—in themselves per-
haps not of less moment, but which have not been
recorded by the graphic pen of a native historian.
In this way the overthrow of the Jewish capital
and temple has come to be regarded as the final
catastrophe of the nation ; after which their exist-
ence and name, as a nation, were utterly blotted
out. Hence the frequent application of our Lord’s
prediction to this event alone.

But such was not, in fact, the case. The de- -
struction of Jerusalem by Titus, although terrible,
was nevertheless not total. The city slowly revived.
The Jews in Palestine, though reduced completely
to the condition of a Roman province, were not
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driven out from their own land. The chief men,
indeed, were allured to Rome; or they found
employment elsewhere ; but the merchant in his
shop, and the husbandman at his plough, were not
interrupted in their labors. Yet we cannot sup-
pose that the national hatred towards the Roman
yoke was laid aside. Under the reign of Trajan,
insurrections broke out among the Jews of Cyrena-
ica and Egypt, which were soon quelled. Fifty
years after the ruin of Jerusalem, Adrian began to
rebuild the city, in order to convert it into a hea-
then capital ; and probably also with a view to ren-
der it a stronghold for keeping in check the national
spirit of the Jewish people. This new attempt
served as a spark to kindle the long smothered
embers of hatred and discontent ; and caused them
to burst forth into a flame, which overran and con-
sumed both the land and the people with terrible
desolation. The leader was the celebrated Bar-
cochba, “Son of a Star.” His success at first was
great ; he soon obtained possession of Jerusalem,
and of no less than fifty fortified places, and one
hundred and eighty-five important villages. Adrian
at length awoke from his lethargy, and troops
poured in upon Judea from the remotest quarters
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of the empire. The Jews were harassed and worn
out by degrees; and the bloody tragedy was at
length brought to a close at the unknown city of
Bether, in the eighteenth year of Adrian, A. D.
135. Thousands and thousands of the captives
were sold as slaves at the Terebinth near Hebron,
at Gaza, and in Egypt. By a decree of Adrian the
Jews were forbidden thenceforth even to approach
the Holy City ; and guards were stationed to pre-
vent them from making the attempt. This severe
decree probably included, or at least effected, the
removal of the Jewish inhabitants from Judea.
Two centuries later, we find Tertullian speaking of
them as still deprived even of a stranger’s right to
set foot upon their paternal soil. It was not until
the days of Constantine, in the fourth century, that
they were first allowed again to approach the Holy
City, and at length to enter it once a year, and buy
the privilege of wailing over the ruins of their for-
mer sanctuary. '

Such is an outline of the great final catastrophe
of the Jewish people, as it can be collected from the
few scattered notices found in ancient foreign wri-
ters. These few fragments have been collected
and arranged by Miinter (already quoted largely in

11
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previous pages of this volume). Had there been a
Josephus to give us a history of this war with equal
completeness and graphic power,—who can say that
the catastrophe, in its magnitude and its horrors,
would seem to us in any degree to come short of
that of Jerusalem %

After these illustrations I may sum up here in
a few words the views suggested to my own mind
in respect to the discourse of our Lord under con-
sideration. In reply to the question of the four
disciples—* When shall these things be?” Jesus
first points out what was to happen after his
departure,—the trials and dangers to which his
followers would be exposed. Then comes “the
abomination of desolation;” Jerusalem is “com-
passed by armies,” and is “ trodden down by the
Gentiles;” all this referring to its desolation by
Titus in A. D. 70. Immediately afterwards the
Lord would come and establish more fully his spir-
itual kingdom, by crushing in terrible destruction
the last remnants of the power and name of Ju-
daism ; and this within the general limit of a gen-
eration of a hundred years from the time when he
was speaking. There might therefore, literally,
have been some then “ standing there, who did not
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taste of death till they saw the Son of Man (thus)
coming in his Kingdom.” Then it was when this
first great foe of the Gospel dispensation was to be
thus trampled down, that Christians were to look
up. “Then look up, and lift up your heads; for
your redemption draweth nigh.” The chains of
religious despotism, and the terrors of Jewish per-
secution, would then be at an end for ever; and
the disciples of Christ, thus far disenthralled and
trinmphant, might rejoice in the prevalence of the
Gospel of peace and love,—which was the coming
of Christ’s spiritual kingdom upon the earth.

I will here add a few remarks upon the remain-
ing part of our Lord’s discourse in the 24th and
25th chapters of Matthew. It is well known that
commentators differ in respect to what portions of
this discourse are to be referred to the destruction
of Jerusalem, and what to the judgment-day; and
also as to where the one topic ends and the other
begins. Thus Doddridge finds the transition from
the former to the latter event in Matt. 24:36;
Flatt and Kuinoel place it at v. 43; Eichhorn,
in chap 25: 14 ; and others, as Wetstein, not until
chap. 25: 81. :

All interpreters, of any name, I believe, are
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agreed that the vivid 'representation in Matt. 25:
3146, has reference only to the day of final judg-
ment. Perhaps an exception may be found among .
some in this country, who deny the doctrine of fu-
ture punishment. But it cannot well be otherwise
than evident to every candid mind that if the doc-
trine of a future judgment day be found at all in
the N. T. it is prominently and expressly asserted
in this passage,—a day when all flesh shall rise
from the dead and be gathered before the omnis-
cient Judge ; when the righteous shall be separated
from the wicked; and every one be rewarded, or
punished, according as his works shall be. The
same general view is taught also by ‘our Lord in
his exposition of the parable of the tares, and in
his teaching as recorded by John (Matt. 13 : 40—
43; John 5: 28, 29). It is found also in Daniel
(12: 2), and is more fully developed in the writings
of Paul and in the Apocalypse. Paul often dwells
upon the mighty theme: “ For we must all ap-
pear before the judgment seat of Christ,” etc.
(m. Cor. 5:10.) In the sublime visions of the Apoc-
alypse, the writer “saw the dead, small and great,
stand before God ; and the books were opened. ... .
and the dead were judged,” etc. (Rev. 20: 12
seq.. 22, 12, etc.)
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‘With all these representations the langnage be-
fore us, in chap. 25: 31-46, is perfectly accordant ;
-nor is there any thing either in the circumstauces
or in the context, to lead us on any philological or
historical grounds to a different interpretation of
the passage. The 46th verse of itself decides this
point: “And these [the wicked] shall go away
into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into
life eternal.” There is no possible way of evading
the force of this antithetic declaration, which on
the face of it relates to the eternal destiny of
mortals as fixed by the judgment day, except by
denying the idea of endless duration asc:ibed to
the word aidwwc, in respect both to future punish-
ment and to future life. This is said to be done
by some, who denying the doctrine of astate of retri-
bution in another world, refer this whole passage to
the destruction of Jerusalem ; and are thus ready
to barter away the hope of a future life of glory,
in order to get rid of the terrors of a future state
of punishment. According to them, in this verse,
both the condemnation and the promise h - re-
spect only to thislife ; and then it follows, tkat the
Uife.of mam, or three-score years and ten, i8 LIFE
ETERNAL. I am unable to see why this is not in
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the strictest sense of the term, both philologically
and theologically, a reductio ad absurdum.

This whole passage, then, I hold without doubt
to refer to the general judgment.

Let us now go back to the prece&ing parable,
that of the talents, in Matt. 25 :14-30. Here the
awful scenes of the dread tribunal are not indeed
depicted ; yet the subject is the same as before, the
great doctrine of final retribution. Here it is the
Master who returns after a long absence; calls his
servants to an account; invites those whom he
finds worthy to the splendid banquet of rejoicing
prepared to celebrate his return ; while he casts out
the unfaithful servant into outer darkness and woe.

The whole description is entirely consonant to that

of the judgment day which follows; and is not
analogous to any representation of the N. T. hav-
ing reference merely to matters of this life.

If we go back now still further to the parable
of the Ten Virgins (Matt. 25 : 1-13), we shall find,
I think, that it is the great object of the parable to
inculcate the same important truth, the acceptance
or non-acceptance of those professing to be the fol-
lowers of Christ, according to their several charac-

ters and deserts,—their admission or non-admission
: -«
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to the state of future bliss in the kingdom of God,
here depicted under the imagery of a marriage-fes-
tival. The same idea of future bliss to the right-
eous is expressed by the same imagery in the Apoc-
alypse: “Blessed are they which are called unto
the marriage-supper of the Lamb ” (Rev.19: 7-9).
Along with this great idea there is also strongly
. inculcated in this parable the necessity of a constant
preparation, with reference to the future judgment
and its dread account; since no man knoweth
when the Lord will call him to enter upon this
state of retribution.

Thus far, then, there seems to be no reason why
the three different representations contained in
chap. 25 should be separated, or not all referred
alike to the transactions of the last great day.

If now we look at the latter portions of the pre-
ceding chap. 24:43-51, we find it intiwately con-
nected with the parable of the Ten Virgins; so
closely, indeed, that the idea of separating the two
has apparently never occurred to any interpreter.
‘We have here the same great lesson inculcated,—
the necessity of continual watchfulness in the per-
formance of duty,under the imagery of servants

waiting for their master’s return; who then will
[ ]
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reward the faithful, and punish the slothful and
wicked. The punishment, it may here be noted, is
expressed in terms similar to these employed in
respect to him who hid his lord’s talent, in chap.
25:30. All this seems to furnish a sufficient
ground, why we should regard this passage also as
having been spoken with reference to the future
judgment.

There now remains to be considered only the
passage in Matt. 24 :36-42. Our Lord, after
declaring that his coming to destroy the Jewish
nation would take place before that generation
should pass away, goes on here to say that “of

that day and hour knoweth no one, no, not the -

angels of heaven, but my Father only.” This he
illustrates by the example of the deluge; which,
although long predicted by Noah, yet came sud-
denly and unexpectedly upon the men of that gen-
eration. Hence he urges upon his disciples the
necessity of constant watchfulness, in order that, as
Luke expresses it, “ye may be accounted worthy to
escape all those things that shall come to pass, and

to stand (i. e. be approved, not destroyed) before -

the Son of Man.”
On this passage two remarks present them-
L]
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selves, which go to show that it is to be connected
with what precedes, rather than with what follows;
and is therefore to be taken as referring to the over-
throw of Jerusalem and the Jews.

First, both the grammatical and logical connec-
tion of the language itself require it to be so
referred. The very expresssion ‘that (ééwr) day
and hour” can mean nothing but the day and
hour of which our Lord had been speaking, viz.,
that “ coming” of his which should take place before
that generation should pass away. It is that com-
ing which would be so sudden; for as yet he had
here described no other, and therefore his words
could apply to no other.

Secondly, it is somewhat remarkable, that
throughout this whole discourse of our Lord thus
far (to v. 42), from his departure out of the temple,
and through his whole prediction relative to his
then immediate coming, the Evangelists Mark and
Luke both give parallel reports, serving alike to
confirm and to illustrate the langnage of Matthew ;
while at this very point (v. 42) their reports cease.
All that follows in this and the next chapter is here
given by Matthew alone. Mark no where has any
thing corresponding. Luke indeed gives the sub-
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sequent charge to watch (vs. 43-51) in a different
place and connection ; and also elsewhere the par-
able of the talents (Luke 12: 39, seq. The par-
able of the talents is found in Luke 19 : 12, seq.).
But the parable of the Ten Virgins and the descrip-
tion of the last day, are found only in Matthew.
All this goes to show that Mark and Luke intended
to report the language now under consideration as
connected with what precedes; inasmuch as they
give nothing further. It goes also to show that
they regarded the discourse of our Lord, up to this
point, as a whole, having reference to his coming
for the overthrow of Judaism ; and also that the
subject, which thus far was one, was here com-
pleted. ,

It follows, then, that our Lord, as further
reported by Matthew, here takes up (with v. 43) a
new topic; which thus apparently begins, as it evi-
dently ends, with the enforcement of the duty of
watchfulness upon all, in reference to the terms of
their acceptance with God, and of their admission
to the Messiah’s kingdom, when he shall come to
judge the world, ard reign in bliss and glory.
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PART 1IV.

Ler us sum up the considerations, then, that
go to prove the “ Second Catastrophe” in as few
words as possible. The disappearance of the Jew-
ish nation, at the time and in the manner already
described, cannot be reasonably questioned. They
were in being at the time Jerusalem was destroyed
by Titus, in number about six millions. That
number was not greatly diminished in that war.
With about that number it commenced the stormy
and disastrous period of sixty-five years which im-
mediately followed, at the end of which not one
million of souls can be found. This state of things
must have been as distinctly seen, and as fully
known by the Saviour when on the Mount of
Olives, conversing with his disciples, as was the
first catastrophe—the destruction of the city and
temple by Titus. Would it not be, therefore, a
most injurious and unjust reflection upon our Sa-
viour’s character to suppose that he would inform
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the disciples of the first series, and not of the last,
of these calamities, especially since the last series
was incomparably the more disastrous?

Again, no reasonable construction can be put
upon Matt. 24: 2946, but that which involves
just this result. The event to which we referred
was to take place within one hundred years of the
time when he was speaking (A. D. 33), and that
nation fought its last battle A. D. 135. The Lord
Jesus Christ, in adopting the imagery which we
find him using in Matt. 24: 29-31, evidently in-
timates that the ancient prophets for nearly a
thousand years pointed to this national catastrophe.
And, finally, such a catastrophe was in harmony
with the decisions of divine wisdom and justice.
That nation, more honored than any other, in that
it had given birth to the Messiah, had committed
the greatest sin that any nation could be guilty of
in “crucifying the Lord of life and glory.” The
wisdom and the justice of God are therefore con-
spicuous in the terrible punishmentsto which, as
we have seen, that guilty nation was, as a nation,
subjected in the first and the second century.

Our last argument in favor of the interpretation
we have maintained, is derived from the prophetic
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portions of the Book of Daniel, and from the
Apocalypse.

It is an important fact that no two commenta-
tors, with whom we are acquainted, have ever
agreed in the interpretation of the prophetic parts
of these two Books. This want of agreement may
bereferred in the main to two causes. The first we
believe to be a want of attention to the fact that
the authors of those books wrote under extreme
restraint. Both were in exile and in bondage. It
was known to both as an absolute certainty, that
if what they wrote were to be understood as ap-
plicable, either directly or indirectly, to the times in
which they lived, or to the powers which held them
in bondage, their lives, however important to their
country and to Christianity, would certainly be for-
feited. Hence they adopted the method of writing
in cipher: that is, they employed arbitrary, and in
general unknown, terms, in the communication of
their thoughts. What they designed to communi-
cate to their own nation and to their own times
would be readily understood by the people for whom
they wrote, while to their deadly enemies, in whose
power they were, the language would be obscure,
if not unintelligible, though it referred most directly
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to themselves. In confirmation of this, the reader
is referred to Dan. 12: 10— None of the wicked
shall understand, but the wise shall understand ;”
the term wise being used by the prophet to desig-
nate those who are truly the people of God (v. 3).

Nor is there any thing wrong in this manner of
writing, if we look at the circumstances in which
those men were placed. They both knew with ab-
solute certainty that if they came out and distinctly
announced the names and characters to whom they
referred, it would unquestionably cost them their
lives. This is especially true of the writer of the
Apocalypse. Daniel has expressly affirmed that
he “heard but he understood not” (v. 8), so impor-
tant was it that his message to the people of God
should be faithfully delivered, yet couched in lan-
guage which their enemies could not decipher,
that it is delivered even to Daniel in that charac-
ter. He could not tell what was the import of
those singular designations of time, such as are re-
corded in ch. 12: 11-12 —“ And from the time that
the daily sacrifice shall be taken away, and the
abomination that maketh desolate set up, there shall
be a thousand two hundred and ninety days”—
three years and a half, or very nearly. “Blessed
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is he that waiteth and cometh to the thousand three
hundred and five and thirty days,”—three years
and two-thirds or more.

These designations of time are found to refer
most accurately to that fearful war which put an
end to the Jewish nation. “The daily sacrifice”
would of course cease, as soon as the period had
arrived for the nation f0 die; and “the abomina-
tion that maketh desolate” would be the divine
announcement that that period had arrived.

The different visions granted to this prophet,
as any one may see, are not recorded, in the book
before us, in the order in which they obviously oc-
curred. Those which announced the destruction
of the Chaldean capital and the Chaldean nation
were the first which he saw. From these the tran-
gition to the future condition of his own nation and
people, inasmuch as there were many points that
were strikingly analogous, became very natural
and easy ; so much so that Jerusalem itself came to
be spoken of under the name of Babylon, especially
in the Apocalypse.

But here I must request the reader to notice
particularly the manner in which the prophet be-
fore us unquestionably refers to the coming of Christ,
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and to the signs and wonders which announced his
advent (chap. 7: 18)—“I saw in the night visions,
and, behold, one like to the Son of Man came with
the clouds of heaven.” Then, mark the manner
in which Christ himself refers to this declaration,
Matt. 24: 29, 30— Immediately after the tribula-
tion of those days, the sun shall be darkened, and
the moon shall not give her light: and they shall
see the Son of Man coming in the clouds of heaven
with power and great glory.” Can there be any
doubt that both these passages refer to one and the
same event. The Lord Jesus Christ must be re-
garded as a correct expounder of Scripture. If so,
the vision which Daniel had, and which is recorded
in the Tth chap. of Daniel, most clearly referred to
the calamities which were coming upon the nation
of the Jews, and which Christ declares should come
“immediately after” the first catastrophe—the
destruction of the city and temple by Titus. I feel
compelled to regard this entire vision as having ref-
erence to those scenes and events which were to
follow “immediately ” upon the occurrence of this
Jirst visitation of the Son of Man—events which
we have every where regarded as forming the
second coming of Christ.
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The effort of this prophet to conceal his full
meaning from those enemies of God by which he
was surrounded, while at the same time “the wise
should understand,” is not indeed as obvious as it
is in the Apocalypse, where the writer regards him-
self as living on the very eve of those calamitous
times. His complaints, that he cannot understand
what he is obliged to utter, are very frequent, and,
we may add, very sore. Not so with him who is
an exile in the isle of Patmos; he thoroughly un-
derstands the vision. “Behold I come quickly ”
is at once apprehended, and he exclaims with rap-
ture, “ Even so come, Lord Jesus.”

But Daniel must use the imagery which he has
adopted throughout, in order that he may be per-
mitted to say what he has seen in vision ; and what
he distinctly perceives has a direct reference, pri-
marily, to the nation to which he and many of his
people are in bondage. There is such a marked
resemblance between Babylon on the eve of destruc-
tion, and Jerusalem when John wrote, that the rec-
ords of the one may almost be taken for the other.
But both are written under marked restraints.
Despotism, enthroned in Chaldea, held the sword

pointed at the heart of Daniel ; and a bloody and
12
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relentless tyrant stood ready to demand the execu-
tion of John, upon the utterance of the first sen-
tence which could be fairly construed against the
Roman power.

So distinct and evident is this feature in the
Tth chapter especially, that infidelity has affirmed
“it is in fact no prophecy, but history.” Events
that are here foretold so obviously accord with
those which actually took place, that obstinate
unbelief could find no other explanation than to
say “the book is no prophecy, but a history ; a rec-
ord of events that had already taken place.”

Let us look then a little more particularly at
this 7th chapter of Daniel. The first six chapters
are historical ; easily understood, of course ; while
the other six are as evidently prophetic, and in their
interpretation attended with great difficulty.

In following out the method which the prophet
had adopted, he says, he “saw in a vision by night
the four winds of heaven striving upon the great
sea.” The import of which seems to be that he
gaw all the then known world in strife for the mas-
tery ; the result of which was the appearance of
“four great beasts that came up out of the sea.”
These are afterwards explained to be “four kings

i
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which were to arise out of the earth.” The first
beast was “like a lion;” this was the Chaldean
monarchy. The second was “like a bear;” this
was the Persian. The third “like a leopard;” this
was the Grecian. The fourth beast was like none
he had even seen or heard of ; it was one therefore
to which he could give no name. There can be no
doubt that here was the representatlon of the
Roman empire.

The prophet says he was employed in observing
these beasts “till the thrones were overturned and
the Ancient of days did sit;” i. e. he was em-
ployed in contemplating this vision in reference to
the beasts, till he saw “the king of kings and Lord
of lords” ascend his throne, and proceed to gather
around him the heavenly hosts, with a view to pun-
ish his enemies and protect his friends. The judg-
ment here spoken of was evidently not the general
judgment, as it is called—that which is gathered at
the last day, but it is the period when, as he says
in v. 13, he “saw in the night-visions one like unto

‘the Son of Man coming in the clouds of heaven,”
to destroy the Jewish nation. Here notice that the
same imagery is employed as that which our Sav-
iour used in pointing out the “end of the age,” or
the second coming of the Son of Man.
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When, in the explanation given by the angel
(chap. 8:15-27) the “two horns upon the ram ”
are said to be “the kings of Media and Persia,” we
are to understand that these are taken as represen-
tations of that power which was to overthrow the
nation of the Jews. The fearful catastrophe which
awaited that unhappy people is still kept before
them. Not one of the prophets that follow can
close his mission without referring to a certain
unknown period in the dark future, sometimes
called “the day of the Lord,” and sometimes, as in
the passage before us, “the time of the end.”
Every one who was commissioned to “loose the
seals of God’s decrees, and gaze on things un-
known” to common men, must speak of an
approaching “end,” as an event in which that
nation, if not the world, was most deeply inter-
ested,

Nor have we a single vision in which, in some
form or other, that power which was to overthrow
the Jewish nation and bring them to that fearful
end which awaited them is not mentioned. In fact
“the burden of the word of the Lord” from this
time forth, as it had been in the days of Isaiah, Eze-
kiel, and Jeremiah, was the demolition of that
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stately structure which God had reared at such vast
expense, and the establishment of a kingdom which
should not be overthrown. But the chief instru-
ment in the hands of God for the accomplishment
of such a purpose, is every where referred to in
terms that should have made the Jewish ear tingle.
In the vision we have just considered (Dan. 7) this
monster was so formidable that Inspiration itself
durst not venture a description ; and in this which
we are now considering he makes his appearance
again, as one whose mission it was to “stand up”
“ when the transgressors are come to the full,” i. e.
“when the cup of their iniquity is filled,” “a king
of a fierce countenance,” and one “ that understood
dark sentences;”
“destruction of the holy people.” His last and
most heinous act would be, that he would “stand
up against the Prince of princes.”

Now it may be confidently affirmed that no
one ignorant of the portion of Jewish history
given in preceding pages, can decide correctly as
to the person here referred to. He may determine
upon Antiochus Epiphanes, or Alexander, or any
other one, but he will find that there are statements
made concerning him which can not be reconciled

whose mission would end in
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with any of these conclusions. On the contrary,
when he opens the history we have quoted, and
reads of Bar-cochba, “the Son of a Star,” as he
vainly called himself, he perceives at once that he
has found the right man. The boundless wicked-
ness of his whole life, the unutterable blasphemies
which he sanctioned, and the gross deceptions which
he practised upon the Jews, led them at length to
change his name to Bar-coziba, “the Son of a Lie.”
He made his appearance among them at a time
when they greatly needed an earthly leader, and
he gained their confidence to an unlimited extent.
But he betrayed that confidence. He led them
into inextricable difficulties, and to the very verge
of extermination.

Through all the visions that follow, even to
the end of the prophecy, you may trace the history
of that awful period which to the Jews was now
approaching ; a day drawing nigh, when, in the
language of Christ, those were to be regarded as
peculiarly blessed who should leave behird them
no posterity. Select any one of these visions, and
observe the imagery employed by the sacred writer
—his metaphors, similes or illustrations, and you
will find in the history we have given the per-
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sonage or the event brought before you in the
prophecy. The four beasts that emerged from the
great sea, brought into confusion and strife, are at
first said to be kings; but they represent four ot
the chief persecutors or oppressors of the people
of God which were to arise from that  great sea”
of strife. _

So strong is the current of divine influence
which pressed upon the mind of Daniel, that, as he
~ assures us, he sinks fainting and sick, and is unable
to pursue his business for many days; for he was
astonished at the vision, “ but none understood it.”
Beginning with the prophet Isaiah, God had sought
by every practicable method to turn the eye of his
people to their approaching end; and, not until
He had made his appearance for whom all things
were created, did the Jews seem capable of un-
derstanding those events which plainly heralded
their doom.

As we read the N. T. we are often astonished
at the sluggishness of intellect or of heart which
characterized the disciples, when listening to the
instructions of the Saviour, concerning either his
death, or the end of the age. But after his resur-
rection their faith and intelligence improved.
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Then we find them believing that “the day of the

Lord is at hand.” Throughout the Epistles and
she Apocalypse there is increasing evidence that
they regard “the coming of the Lord Jesus” as at
the door. And they seem as anxious to persuade
the world that the day of the Lord draweth nigh,
as the Saviour himself was to convince them of
this truth they had been ready to believe him, if
he would permit them to understand by the “ day
of the Lord,” a day when “he would restore the
kingdom to Israel;” but when he meant by his
“ coming ” a day of judicial visitation—a day in
which he should crush his enemies, whether Jew
or Gentile, they could not understand him.

That sluggishness of heart which we complain
of in the original disciples, has travelled down from
that period to our own of the present day. Men
seem as unwilling now to understand by his “ com-
ing” a visitation of wrath, as then. They have
forgotten that ¢the day of the Lord ” may not be
desirable, especially to his enemies. While all the
prophets adopt substantially similar imagery when
speaking of the coming of Clrist—imagery that
implies a fearful catastrophe—the disciples of  Sec-
ond Adventism” understand him as engaging to

0



ARGUMENT FROM THE APOCALYPSE. 185

spend a literal thousand years on the earth, per-
sonally going about and instructing his people,
healing all diseases, removing all maladies, and thus
preparing the way for the days of millennial glory.

The writer of the Apocalypse, when he ven-
tures to name or designate the monster of whom
he had been speaking, and on whom he had be-
stowed the title of “ beast,” he gives us the arith-
metical number to which the letters composing
his name will amount (666), and bids the reader
find out by his learning who is meant. Had he
affirmed in so many words that he meant Nero, or
had he spoken of him in a way which could have
been easily seen and understood as applicable to
that monster, he would have written little after-
wards. His life, so important to the people of
God and to the age in which he lived, would not
have been safe. He must write, therefore, as
Daniel did, so that “the wise” alone (meaning
his own people) can understand.

Another consideration, setting forth the diffi-
culty attending a literal understanding of the word,
is seen in what the author of the Apocalypse has
left on record in respect to the New Jerusalem.
The ancient city of that honorable name was fast
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passing away, and he is permitted to see the New
Jerusalem “coming down from God, adorned as a
bride for her husband.” He describes this city—
its foundations, its gates, each a separate part; its
streets, pure gold, transparent as glass; its length,
12,000 furlongs (1,500 miles); its breadth, the
same ; and its height, the same. It is, therefore,
a perfect cube, 1,500 miles on every side! This
city is seen descending out of heaven, settling down
upon the land of Palestine—a land, which in its
greatest breadth measures but little over one hun-
dred miles; yet this great city, understood liter-
ally, 1,500 miles on every side, in length, breadth
and height, is seen coming down upon the land of
Palestine.

We waste our time, however, in any attempt to
refute a literal interpretation. The fact is plainly
this: the advocates of this theory invariably adopt
that principle only so far as it seems to suit their
case, but when it begins to bear upon them unfavor-
ably they are quite ready to abandon it and to
adopt some other.

In the further discussion of this subject, we
notice one feature, which, as it pervades the whole
book, must be regarded as a very important one,
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especially since Christ dwelt so much upon it. I
refer to the declaration that the time for the fulfil-
ment of the prediction was near at hand. In vari-
ous forms the announcement is made that the evils
predicted would soon be experienced. Even our
Lord brings forward this assurance so frequently
that we come to regard him as speaking of the
brevity of human life, when he is obviously refer-
ring to a very different subject. The “coming of
the Son of Man,” how often does Christ compare it
to the coming of a thief, i. e, unexpectedly,
unlooked for, at a time of supposed security ?

The appeal is now made to the reader to decide
whether it is consistent with facts to admit that the
events for which Christ and his apostles exhorted
the men of their generation to look, and watch, and
wait, a8 being near at hand, have not yet taken
place. If the Second Adventist—the believer in a
personal, actual coming of Christ, to reign with his
people a thousand years before the Millennium—will
here inform us of the view which he takes of this
subject, we may be relieved. If he shall say that
the prediction relates to the day of judgment—that
day for which all days were made—we have a right
to ask him to account for the declarations of Christ
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that the generation then on earth should not pass
away till all he had predicted should be fulfilled.
Eighteen centuries have passed since those fearful
words were uttered, and the jndgment “is not yet.”
More than fifty generations—understood as we now
use that term —have passed awa$, and the event
which he assured us was at the door, has not yet
made its appearance. Evidently he did not refer
to the judgment.

On the other hand, the Second Adventist will
not say that Christ has actually come, and person-
ally been on the earth a thousand years, reigning
with the saints. That catastrophe which was to be
heralded by the “coming of the Son of Man in the
clouds of heaven,” has certainly not taken place,
unless it occurred before the generation then on
earth (calling a generation a hundred years) had
passed away.

In perfect harmony with this is every allusion
to that event, whatever it may be, both in the
instructions of Christ and in the various Epis-
tles. Not once do they refer to it without employ-
ing expressive terms to signify its near approach,
and the importance of being prepared for it. The
same course is pursned by the author of the Apoc-

I
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alypse. If possible he is more explicit. His eye
is ever turned on the future, as if he saw at no great
distance an event which, in importance, should
never be surpassed in the -history of that nation
and of the world. His last words are expressive of
what he had sought to impress on the mind of the
reader from the first ; and these are spoken as com-
ing from tke Lord Jesus himeself: “Behold I come
quickly ; blessed is he that keepeth the sayings of
the prophecy ot this book. And he saith unto me,
Seal not the sayings of the prophecy of this book,
for the time is at hand. And behold I come
quickly, and my reward is with me, to give every
man according as his work shall be. He who tes-
tifieth these things, saith, Surely I come quickly :
amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus.”

Now is it credible that such language as this
should be employed in reference to an event which,
for a certainty, we know must have been at least

1,800 years distant, if that event was what the Sec--

ond Adventist makes it—a personal coming of
Christ? And, besides, what is the fitness of such
golemn warnings to be ready for the coming of the
Son of Man, if that is to be a most merciful visita-
tion, viz., to dwell with his people here on earth a
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thousand years, thus personally introducing the
Millennium—an event greatly to be desired—not
dreaded ¥ The inference is unavoidable. Our Sav-
iour referred to a very different event—one of
frightful import to the Jewish nation and to the
world, and which has been brought to view in the
history already quoted. The demise of the Jewish
nation, the coming of Christ to punish that nation
capitally, is beyond all question the theme which
is begun and pursued throughout the Apocalypse.
The Jewish nation, in rejecting Christ, had filled
up the measure of its iniquity. There was nothing
wanting to complete its ruin when it cast its vote
for Barabbas instead of Christ. The only service it
could subsequently yield to the world, must be fur-
nished in the death-throes of its approaching end.
Hence the labors of the prophets, from Isaiah down,
to prepare them for the day of the Lord ; hence the
repeated and solemn warnings of Christ to watch,
and pray, and wait, with loins girt, and lamps
trimmed, in hourly expectation of his speedy com-
ing. Hence the labors of the writer of the Apoca-
lypse, almost the first sentence of which is an assur-
ance that the things which had been given to Jesus
Christ to show uunto his servants “must shortly
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come to pass.” And hence, we may add, whatever
his theme in any part of his testimony, he fails not
to warn that nation that the end draweth nigh.
‘What was that end? Was it the triumph of
Christianity—the full and complete emancipation
of the servants of God from the bondage of sin
and from the oppressions of their bitter enemies ¢
These events were indeed to take place, but they
were not the main' things in view. The advent of
Him who is again announcéd as He ¢ that cometh
with clouds” was for a more terrible purpose than
to remove from the power of the unbelieving Jew
the victims of his relentless persecution. Hence
he is summoned to anticipate such an event: “and
every eye shall see Him, and they who pierced
Him,” and “all kindreds of the earth (rx yn, the
land) shall wail because of Him ”—all the inhabi-
tants of the land of Palestine. The whole book is
to be regarded as a prophetic announcement of the
end of the Jewish nation and polity—an end which
was reached in the slaughter of five or six millions
of that unhappy people in the course of a single
century, and was indicated in the prophetic warn-
ings of our Saviour which are recorded in the twen- -
ty-fourth chapter of Matthew, already considered.
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% The loosing of Satan for a little season” refers to
the last and most fearful rebellion of the Jews;
and his going out to deceive the nations in the four
quarters of the earth, to gather them together for
battle, has been illustrated in the foregoing history
of the Jews in the second century, as that bloody
struggle which lasted three years and a half.

The nationality of the Jews being then com-
pletely destroyed, John next beholds the dead,
small and great, before God ; the books are opened ;
and all are judged ; the sea gives up the dead which
were in it; death and hell, the same; and every
man is judged according to his works. All that
were held in bondage of death and hell were cast
into the lake of fire, and whosoever was not found
written in the book of life.

Thus a vision which embraced the Jews and
their enemies for a little season, ends with the de-
struction of all who are the enemies of God, the
rescue and safety of his people (the followers of
Christ), and the end of all things here below. Like
many a vision which was imparted to the prophets
of the Old Testament, it begins with scenes which
are intended to represent (or symbolize) those
of the general judgment, ending with that fearful
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dsy itself, in a.ll its solemn and’ momentous conse-
quenoes

‘No subject was ever more mysterious than
that which was presented to the mind of John.
The nation which God had selected from the na-
tions of the earth as the recipients of most distin-
guished favors,—from whence sprang the prophets
and the Messiah himself,—that this nation should be
subjugated by Pagans, be made “ hewers of wood
and drawers of water” to a nation of God’s ene-
‘mies; that their city should be demolished, their
temple desecrated and destroyed, and finally the
nation itself blotted out of existence, was so con-
trary to the expectations of the Jews,—so wide
from the career which the descendant of Abraham
had marked out for himself and his people,—that
he could not believe it. Other nations might be
trodden down and destroyed, but surely God would
not suffer His elect to be thus treated.

Nothing could be more probable therefore than
a revelation, on the part of Heaven, of this great
mystery. Hence the whole plan and development
of the Apocalypse. - John must write, as we have
said, “in cipher.”” The persecuting, relentless

power, then grinding the nation to dust, must not
13
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be named Roman, but under the figure of *the
beast.” The reckless impostor who was to lead
the Jews in their last rebellion, and to their final
ruin, must not be known in the record by his
proper name, “ Bar-cochba,” as it was, but by that
of “the false prophet.” ¢ The lake that burned
with fire and brimstone ” was simply the unutter-
able destruction into which the enemies of God
and the persecutors of Christians were soon to be
hurled, and was only emblematic of that future and
eternal destruction that awaited the enemies of
Christ.

The Second Adventist, therefore, who is look-
ing for the literal and personal appearing of the
Lord from heaven, is very much like the Jew wait-
ing for the promised Messiah. He should be look-
ing backwards, not forwards. Things that are
past can be seen only by looking in that direction.
The future promises the universal triumph of the
Gospel—the spiritual reign of Christ, when “the
knowledge of the Lord shall cover the earth as the
waters do the seas” The Gospel has not yet
proved a failure. The world is much better and-
much wiser than it was a century ago. All the
great changes that have taken place in science,
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literature, and art, are favorable to the progress of
Christianity. 'We have shown that Christ, by his
“coming,” meant, in the first instance, his visita-
tion for the destruction of Jerusalem and its tem-
ple; that in the second instance, *immediately
after the tribulations” occasioned by this event,
he designated the destruction of the Jewish na-
tion; and in the third instance,  when he should
come in the glory of the Father, with all the holy
angels,” it should be to judge the world. These
are the three catastrophes to which he directed the
attention of his disciples on the Mount of Olives.
As two are past, one only remains—that of the
Final Judgment. The writer and the reader will
be there. Both shall then know that in respect
to “the times and seasons” of which we have
written, two of them have long since passed ; while
as to the third, or last, “ THE END 18 NoT YET.”
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