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DISSERTATION L 413

(1.) There is not the least indication of a vision in the entire book.
(2.) The forms of statement are throughout those of a real transac-
tion—things done and suffered by the prophet, and not things seen.
(8.) The moral aim and instraction of the whole book demand its
interpretation as a scene of actual, real life——Mythical interpre-
ters do indeed avoid some of those things which they are fain to

. call unnatural and impossible, by explaining this book throughout as
a myth, or a thing of vision only. There is no difficulty in sup-
posing a man to dream of being swallowed by .a great fish. - No;
but there ought to be great difficulty in overriding the plain, ob-
vious sense of the Book of God. A solemn responsibility rests on
every man to study the laws of prophetic interpretation with both
care and candor, and with whatever good sense the Lord may give.
——TFollowing these laws of prophetic usage, we must make the lo-
custs in Joel (chap. 1 and 2) literal and real, not ideal and things of
vision only. "For Joel does not say; “I lifted up:mine eyes and
saw "—does not say, ‘ The Lord showed me,” or that ‘the hand of
the Lord was there upon me.” He simply narrates events as
matters of fact. The locusts come up in successive swarms, and
utterly desolate the land; the people are-famished, and turn to fast-
ing and Irayer for the divine mercy. This belongs to real life. He
farther describes them in chap. 2—* They look like horses; ” ¢ they
run like horsemen ” (v. 4); and, again, *they run like mighty men
(v. T)—which certainly is not saying that they are mighty men, and
that the real thing was never a locust-host, but only a raid of armed
men.——Over against this, Amos saw locusts in vision, for he says
so: this is the proof. Hesays: *Thus hath the Lord caused me to
see, and behold, he formed locusts” (7:1).——Hence Dr. Heng-
stenberg, though an excellent, acute, and almost faultless commen-
tator, is manifestly wrong in assuming that the locusts of Joel were
never actual, but only ideal—only seen in vision.

‘We have now gone through the gases (all, as I suppose) that
ocour in the various Old Testament prophets, bearing on the point
before us, designedly omitting none; and we find a clear line of dis-
tinotion drawn between the things seen and shown in.vision only,
and those which were done in the outward life for symbolic or
other purposes. These distinctions lie not mainly—indeed, scarcely
at all—in the nature of the things as convenient to be done, or as
impossible, but in the very jform of the statements. In other
words, the Lord has been specially careful to leave us in no doubt
as to 'what was actunally done by his prophets on the one hand, and
what was only seen by them in vision on the other.

Let us now come to the case.of Hosea (chapters 1 and 8). Was
his “ taking a lewd wife "—lewd either before and after marriage,
or after only—a real transaction; or was it only a thing seen in
vision? Were those three children, and their significant names,
things of vision only, or actualities of real life?——The laws of
interﬁretation are already educed from the usage of all the other
prophets, with whom such cases occur throughout the Old Testa-
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ment. It only remains to apply them here.——(1.) There is not the
least intimation that these things are in vision only. He does not
say—* The Lord showed me,” does not say ‘I saw,” does not hint
that ¢ the hand of the Lord is upon him,” and that he is “in vision ”
or “in the Spirit,” so that he might ses¢ such things done in the
prophetic ecstasy. This essential evidence of a mere vision is al-
together wanting.——(2.) On the other hand, the language of com-
mand is explicit: * Go, take unto thee a wife of whoredoms,” &c.
The entire narrative lacks not one of the features of an- actual
transaction. The children are born in the usual succession of time
(see vs. 8, 8), and each has its significant name. So also chap. 8 is
the natural description of real life. Let it also be carefully noted
that in all this the prophet is a doer, not a seer only.——(8.) The
reason why God requires this of his prophet is specially given, viz.,
because  the land has committed great whoredom in departing from
the Lord.” There was therefore a fitness in having this fact sym-
bolized in the prophet’s family state, and also in having other im-
portant facts symbolized in the significant names of his children.
And it may have been a farther reason that the Lord would have
his prophet sympathize with himself, and appreciate more keenly
the feelings of the divine mind under such abuse.

This naturally completes the argument, so far as concerns the
principles and laws of prophetic interpretation. That usage which
rightly gives law to language is all on one side, and if the authority
of this Jaw be admitted at all, can leave no doubt as to the right in-
terpretation in this particular case.——1It need only be added that
if this law of language—prophetic usage—be discarded in this case,
it may be in any and every other, and we are all afloat, with no
principles of interpretation to guide us.——It amounts to little to
say in abatement or exception to this, that we can fall back upon
our own sense of the fitness or unfitness of the things to be done in
fact, using our discretion and ipterpreting that as done in vision only
which seems to us unfit to be done in fact. For the vital question
is—Does God leave us to this exercise of our own discrimination,
giving us no other data for determining the sense of his words$
Does prophetic usage show numerous cases, or indeed any one clear
case, in which there is only this discretion to guide us? The examin-
ation here Iglresuam;ed should suffice (it would seem) to prove the neg-
ative.——The question might be pressed—Would it be sqfe to leave
with men the discretion and ree';ﬁ:msibility of deciding this question
by their own sense of fitness ? e care God has taken 7ot to leave
the question to this umpire should suffice to show that he, at least,
has not thought it wise to do so.——Yet, though this may seem
clear, yet some excellent men and able interpreters hold the opinion
that Hosea took this wife Gomer no otherwise than in.vision, and
had these children born to him only in the sense of dreaming it—
seeing them so born in prophetic vision. Their main reliance in
support of this view is in the idea that marrying a ¢ wife of whore-
doms ” and having ‘ children of whoredoms” in real life, must be
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immoral, and therefore that God could not command Hosea to do
it.——1I reply, (1.)®he force of this objection is mainly obviated by
the supposition (entirely admissible in view of the language and
history) that Gomer, though of previously lewd habits, had become
professedly penitent and reformed, and was accepted by the prophet
on these professions of penitence and promises of conjugal fidelity.
The marriage covenant would of course in her case involve these
promises.——Like Israel, in relation to her covenant God, she too
may have lapsed again, and so have symbolized the more forcibly
the course of that guilty nation toward God.——(2.) It need not
be claimed that Hosea, or any other man, would choose to marry a
. woman of previously bad life, even upon any professions of amend-
ment, however fair. The special command of the Lord in this case
assumes that the thing required was a hardship—a thing that no
good man would be likely to do, save under a positive command
from God and for a very special p .——(8.) In this view of it
the transaction cannot be regardgd) immoral in the prophet.
Hence the moral objection against it as a reality, loses its force.

The application of these principles of interpretation to that sys-
tem which converts the simple narratives of Scripture into myths,
will be readily seen. It must suffice here only to suggest it.

———

DISSERTATION II.

ON TWO MILLENNIAL THEORIES.

TaE theories here discussed are:

1. That the Old Testament prophecies of the millennium treat
of the heavenly as well as of the millennial state ; that in giving a
general view of the kingdom of the Messiah, they describe first in
the order of time, the New Testament age and its peculiarities as
contrasted with the Jewish ; but that then, in addition to this, they
pass over by analogy, or by a natural continuation of the same
theme, to give also the eternal blessedness of the saints in heaven
after the resurrection and general judgment.

II. The second theory denies all reference of these prophecies
to the New Testament age, and locates their fulfilment exclusively,
as to time, after the resurrection and the judgment day; as to
gm, upon this earth, purified by the fires of the last day, and made

e eternal abode of the righteous. This theory excludes all promise
of the conversion of the world to Christ.——The principal passages
here referred to as millennial are—in the minor prophets—Joel 8:
17-21; Amos 9:11-15;- Mic. 4: 1-8; Zeph. 8:9-20; Zech. 14:
6-9, 16, 20, 21.——In other pr(:{)hets, Isa. 4:2-6, and 9: 1-7, and
11, and 85, and 54, and 60, and 66: 18-24; Jer. 81:81-40; and
Ezek. 86 : 25-28, and 87 : 21-28, and 47 : 1-12.

Takjng up first in order the theory first named above, let us note
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the main arguments adduced in support of it, viz. :——1. These
prophecies describe a state too holy to be realize® in such a world
as this, under its present physical laws.——2. The state described
is too long to be exhanst«{ in this'world, inasmuch as it is repeat-
edly said to continue forever.——8. The Old Testament reveals no
heaven, unless it be in these prophecies. The results of Messiah’s
work for our race are exoeedingly incomplete without a somewhat
full revelation of its great consummation in an eternal heaven for
the saints. Hence we have a right to expect a revelation of heaven
in these prophecies.——Replying to these arguments in their order,
I admit, as to the first, that the lan implies a high standard of
holiness, very much in advance of the average under the Jewish
dispensation, with which it would of necessit{ be tacitly compared.
——Thus (Joel 8: 17)—* Jerusalem shall be holy; and there shall
no stranger pass through her any more.”——Zeph. 8 : 9—‘ For
then will I turn to the people a pure langnage, that they may all
call upon the name of the Lord to serve him with one consent.”
——Zech. 14 : 20, 21—**In that day shall there be upon the bells
of the horses koliness unto the Lord, &c.; and in that day there
shall be no more the Canaanite in the house of the Lord of hosts.”
—ee also Isa. 4: 8, 4,and 11: 9, and 85: §, and 54: 13, and 60:
18-21; and Jer. 81 : 81-84; and Ezek. 87: 28.

But this feature of these prophecies does not necessarily carry
their fulfilment over to the heavenly state, because——(1.) The
ﬁospel system provides for a high degree of holiness in the present

ife, especially through Christ’s intercessions for his people, his
manifested presence with them, and the indwelling of his Spirit
with power in their heatts. Hence Christ himself says: *“I pray
that thou wouldest keep them from the evil ” (John 17: 15). “ My
grace is sufficient for thee, for my strength is made perfect in weak-
ness” (2 Oor. 12: 9). Panl testifies: “I can do all things throngh
Ohrist who strengtheneth me (Phil. 4: 18).——(2.) Those prophecies
which give us the largest promises of spiritual life and power indicate
their own fulfilment in the present world and in the I‘f?w Testament
age. Some of them are cited by inspired apostles with this under-
standing, e. g. (Joel 2: 28-82), the great promise of the’effusion of
the Spirit which Peter affirmed began to be fulfilled at the opening
of the gospel age (Acts 2: 16, ff. ; also Gen. 22 : 18), *In thy seed (ge- :
sus Christ) shall all the nations of the earth be blessed.” This Pe-

ter applies (Acts 8: 25, 26) : “ Unto you first, God having raised up
his Son Jesus, sent him to bless you in turning away every one of
you from your iniquities.” This, then, is a case showing %ow all the
nations are to be blessed in Christ.——So the great promise of the
new covenant, which stands at the head of the predictions of emi-
nent holiness (Jer. 81: 81-84) is cited (Heb. 8: 8-18) as being the
very genius and soul of the gospel dispensation.——That extraor-
dinary promise of moral cleansing by the Spirit (Ezek. 86 : 25-28),
“T will s&rinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall be clean ; from
all your filthiness will I cleanse you; I will put my Spirit within
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you' and cause you to walk in my statutes,” &c., proceeds to say:
¢ And ye shall dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers ”—as
much as to say—These promises belong to earth and not to heaven;
to this world in its present state, and not to the mnext, after these
‘heavens and this earth shall have passed away.——(8.) While the
New Testament descriptions of the heavenly state affirm an abso
lute perfection, and make it sure by the beatific presence of the
Saviour, the prophecies in question fall manifestly short of this,
especially so if we may even proximately estimate the holiness the;
gromise by the experience of any period of the gospel age whic

a8 thus far transpired.——Thus the New Testament witnesses of
" the heavenly state: “ We know that when he (Christ) shall appear,
we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he i8” (1 John 2: 2).
 Neither can they die any more, for they are equal to the
angels, and are the children of God, being children of the resurrec-
tion” (Luke 20: 86).——The Old Testament prophecies fall some-
what short of this.

2. I pass to tke second argument, viz., that these prophecies
apply not to the earthly state, but to the heavenly, becanse they
represent it as being eternal.——To this I answer: (1.) It may be
admitted that possibly a few of these passages conceive of the Mes-
siah’s reign as holding over beyond this world to the heavenly—an
absolutely eternal reign—yet without giving any special account of
that heavenly state.——Supposing this to be true, all the specific
features of this millennial state, except its absolute eternity, belong
to this world and to ¢ime ; so that this admission abstracts nothing
from the glories of the millennial state.——And yet it would be
somewhat difficult to find the passages that clearly hold over to the
future world. If you say they are Dan. 2:44, and 7: 14, 18, 27,
the negative side of the description, ‘ shall not be left to other peo-
ple, but shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms”—
“‘which shall not pass away” (supplanted by some conquering
power) ; and the fact that the saints shall take the kingdom and
possess it forever;” also, that it is the kingdom and dominion
under the whole heaven, not in heaven, go far to show that the
thought here is specially of this world, and not of the eternal one.-
——Again, Micah says:  The Lord shall reign over them in Mount
Zion from henceforth even forever;” but the reigning in Mount
Zion, and the previous * assembling of her that halteth and her
that was cast far off,”” hold the mind to this earthly state as the
thing specially in view.——(2.) Many of these descriptions forbid
us to think of an absolute eternity. Thus (Joel 8: 20), ‘* But-Judah
shall dwell forever, and Jerusalem from generation to generation”
—where the last clause, being parallel, is explanatory, and assumes
a succession of generations not to be thought of in the heavenly
state——So the parallel clause in Isa. 60: 15—*I will make thee
an eternal excellency, a joy of many generations.”——Note also the
indications of time in tﬂe “new heavens and new earth” of Isa.
65 : 22, where yon*might expect an absolutely eternal state —For

18 )
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a8 the days of a tree are the days of my people, and mine elect
shall long enjoy the work of their hands.”——The passage (Ezek. 87 :
21-28) expresses the duration of its events by “forever” (v. 25),
and by ‘‘for evermore ” (vs. 26, 28), but it also locates the Lord’s
people “in the land upon the mountains of Israel;” affirms that
*‘the heathen shall know that I the Lord do sanctify Israel,” as-
suming that some heathen still live on the earth and are cognizant
of her condition ; and also declares—*‘I will set my sanctuary in
the midst of them for evermore ”—* yea, I will be their God and
they shall be my people "—a passage which Paul (2 Cor. 6: 16)
manifestly assumes to have its fulfilment in the Christian age of
the world.——Thus it might be shown that many of these proph-
ecies which affirm eternal duration most strongly embrace points
which locate their fulfilment on earth, in time, and not in heaven
during the eternal state.——(8.) None of these prophecies give us
any marks by which we can distinguish between what belongs to
this world and what to the next, the heavenly. The New Testa-
ment descriptions of heaven never fail to furnish these marks of
discrimination, as is apparent in Matt. 25: 84 ; Luke 16 : 22, 25, 26;
and even in Rev. 21 and 22, which chapters follow the final judg-
ment: the first heaven and the first earth have passed away; the
holy city is the New Jerusalem, built in heaven, and has no temple
in it; the wicked are all in the lake that burneth with fire; the
righteous enjoy the beatific presence of God and the Lamb.
Criteria of this sort are wholly wanting in the millennial proph-
ecies of the Old Testament.——(4.) Unlike the New Testament
descriptions of heaven, these prophecies give us no intimation that
their scenes transpire after death, the resurrection, and the general
judgment.——(5.) The prophetic state which is said to continue
“forever,” is in many cases described with Jewish costume; in
other words, the Jews dwell in their own land; with their temple
and ritual institutions complete; the Gentiles come up to Jeru-
salem to build and beautify that temple, and to worship therein—
all legitimate as descriptions of the millennial state on earth, but
scarcely admissible as descriptions of thereal heaven beyond death
and the judgment.——(6.) The New Testament does not locate heaven
upon this earth, but elsewhere. Always it is a place to which resi-
dents of earth are said to “go ” and to * depart ; ’ of which Christ
said, “I go to prepare a place for you.” But of this more fully here-
after.——(7.) The only uniform and reliable principle by which the
terms ‘‘everlasting, ‘forever,” &c., can be explained, is that
which makes them relative, 1. e., as long as the nature of the subject
which they qualify will admit. Thus ¢ eternal punishment,” under
the government of God must be as long as God’s government ex-
ists; “everlasting mountains” will stand while the world stands;
‘an ordinance forever ” will remain only so long as the system to
which it pertains. It is only on this principle that the Jewish fes-
tivals (Lev. 28 : 14, 21, 81, 41) are everlasting, or the Aaronic priest-
hood (Ex. 40: 15 and Num. 25 : 18), fcr they ceased with the passing
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away ot the system of which they formed a part.——On this prin.
oiple the millennial * forever ”” would be indefinitely long, yet would,
or a.I:;1 least might close, in that special form, with the end of this
world.

8. To the argument that the Old Testament reveals nothing of
the heavenly state except in these propheecies; that the results of
Meassiah’s reign are altogether incomplete without a somewhat full
revelation of its heavenly state ; and that therefore we have a right
to expect something definite of heaven in these Old Testament
prophecies—I answer ;——(1.) The first statement is not striotly
correct. The real heaven stands forth revealed in such passages as
the following: “ Thou wilt show me the path of life: in thy pres-
ence is fulness of joy; at thy right hand there are pleasures for
evermore "’ (Ps. 16:11).——* As for me, I shall behold thy face in
righteousness; I shall be satisfied when I awake with thy like-
ness” (Ps. 17:15).—“Thou shalt gnide me with thy counsel, and
afterward receive me to glory. Whom have I in heaven but thee,
and there is none upon earth that I desire besides thee. My flesh
and my heart faileth ; but God is the strength of my heart, and my
portion forever  (Ps. 78 : 24-26).——* Many of them that sleep in
the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some
to shame and everlasting contempt. And they that be wise shall
shine as the brightness of the firmament ; and they that turn many
to righteousness as the stars for ever and ever.”——(2.) Of the
other points, I remark, (a.) that the revelations of the Old Testa-
ment must be admitted to be incomplete compared with those of
the New, especially in respect to the fature world ; the resurrec-
tion, the final judgment, and the ultimate destiny of the righteous
and of the wicked.——(5.) It is rather the genius of the Old Testa-
ment to reveal the great fact of a present moral government over
nations, and also largely over individuals as well—administered in
this world by present rewards and penalties; and then to leave the
future destiny of men ¢o be inferred from this great fact of present
retribution.——(c.) Remarkably, the future existence of the -soul,
the fature blessedness of the righteous, and misery of the wick
are rather assumed than apfirmed, e. g., the existence of the so
after death, in Exodus8:6: “Iam the God of thy fathers, the
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” Our
divine Lord teaches us how to bring out from this passage the
underlying assumption of the soul’s continued existence tt. 22 :
82): “God is not the God of the dead but of the living ”—where
“dead” must be taken in the Sadducean sense—non-existent. Jehovah
could not be the God of nonentities; hence Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob are shown to be still living.——So the resurrection is assumed
to be known in those striking passages where it is used as a figure
to represent analogous changes in the state of the nations, viz., Isa.
26:14, 19: “ They” (God’s enemies) are dead, they ehall not live ;
they are deceased, they shall not rise.” ¢ Thy dead men shall live,
together with my dead body shall they arise. Awake and sing, ye
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that dwell in dust, for thy dew is as the dew of herbs, and the
earth shall cast out the dead.”——Or the well-known passage, Ezek.
87: 1—14&th0 vision of the valley of dry bones, raised from the
dead, and figuratively representing how God revives the hope and
the national spirit of his captive people.——Dan. 12: 2, recently
cited, comes nearer to a formal affirmation of the resurrection than
any thing else in the Old Testament, and yet it was not the design
of that passage to affirm the wuniversal resurrection. The Old
Testament nowhere teaches this doctrine in a didactic, elementary
way, as our Saviour does (John 5:28, 29). It is quietly assumed.
——S8o the future blessedness of the righteous is assumed—in-
ferrible from his blessedness here in time—and on the same princi-
ple, the final woe of the wicked.——(d.) It should not be forgotten
that according to the New Testament, Jesus Christ ¢ brought life
and immortality to light thr‘?t:fh the gospel.” This cannot mean
less than that life and immortality were not really. brought to light
until Christ came. Those gréat truths had lain in comparative
obscurity, with only dim and flickering rays falling around.
(e.) It is not altogether safe or wise for us to assume that certain

things ought to appear in the Old Testament. The Lord has his

own views and plans as to the order and method of his revelations

to man. : .

Second Theory.—This theory denies all reference of these proph-
ecies to the New Testament age, and locates their fulfilment as Zo
time, after the resurrection and judgment day;—as to space, upon-
this earth gnriﬁed by the fires of the last day, and made the eternal
abode of the righteous. It excludes all promise of the conversion
of the world to Christ.

Of this I have to say—1. If it be true, it is doubtless susceptible
of very clear and strong proof. The points it assumes to be true are
entirely tangible. If taught in the Scriptures at all, they would be
likely to appear in tangiulﬁe forms.——2. A theory which robs the
Church of God of so many of her glorious hopes for the fature
prosperity of Zion, and for the Saviour’s joy in the travail of his
soul ;—which smites down so rhany of her best impulses and motives
to missionary zeal and self-sacrifice, ought to be well grounded, or
else not be believed at all. A, theory which so eclipses -the
glories of heaven as well as the best hopes for our present earth,
can have but small hold, it would seem, on our Christian sympa-
thies. Yet, if it be true, let us bear it in submission, though in
sorrow ; but if it be not true, let us hurl it from us as the robber
of our best heritage.——38. This theory cannot be true and must be
false, because the conversion of -the world to Christ is m“tiht and
implied in the word of Godmost abundantly.——(1.) It is the plain
significance of those prophecies which are clothed most fully in
Jewish costume and figures, representing-Israel and Judah in the
goi;)e} age as dwelling in their own land with their temple standing
and ritual service entire; and Gentiles coming -up from all the ends
of the earth to worship the one Lord there.——See notes on Hos.
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1:10, 11, and on Zech. 12 : 1-9.——(2.) In another class of proph-
ecies which have far less of Jewish costume, the same great truth
is undeniably taught ;—e. g., Ps.2: 8—*‘T will give thee (the Messiah)
the heathen for thine inheritance, and the uttermost parts of the
earth for thy possession.” Ps.22:27, 28 : ¢ All the ends of the
earth shall remember and turn unto the Lord, and all the kindreds
of the nations shall worship before thee. For the kingdom is the
Lord’s, and he is Governor among the nations.” Ps. 72:8, 17:
¢ He shall have dominion also from sea to sea, and from the river
to the ends of the earth.” . ... “ And men shall be blessed in him;
all nations shall call him blessed.”——Mal. 1:11: “For from the
rising of the sul even to the going down of the same my name ghall
be great among the Gentiles, and in every place, incense shall be
offered to my name, and a pure offering; for my name shall be
great among the heathen, saith the Lord of hosts.” See also Gen.
22: 18, and 49:10.——(8.) Such passages as Isa. 52:18-15, and
53:10-12, show that the Messiah shall be gloriously successful
relatioely to Satan and sin in the very work of saving men—shall
be exalted high in triumph because of his great humiliation and
sufferings, and in view of the fruits thereof; ‘‘shall sprinkle many
nations ;" * shall see of the travail of his soul till he is satisfied ;"
shall have the great for his portion, and a large share of the spoil
after the battle with sin and Satan is fought through.——Gen. 3 :
15 runs in the same strain, confirming the glorious truth that the
masses of the human family are to be ultimately for Christ and not
for Satan. Of course, no such result can be without an indefinitely
long millennial state upon this earth.——(4.) The New Testament
confirms this view by teaching the same thing. See Rom. 11.: 15,
25, 26: ‘ For if the casting away of them de the reconciling of the
world, what shall the receiving of' them.be, but life from the dead?
For I would not, brethren, that ye should be ignorant of this
mystery, lest ye should be wise in your own conceits ; that blind-
" mess in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the Gentiles
be come in. And so all Israel shall be saved: as it is written,
There shall come out of Sion the Deliverer, and- shall turn aws,;
ungodliness from Jacob.” And Rev.11:15: ¢ And-the seven
angel sounded; and there were great voices in heaven, saying,
The kingdoms of this world are become tkhe kingdoms of our Lord,
and of his Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever.” These
predictions are exceedingly definite and explicit. It need not
surprise us that their number is no greater. The New Testament
. writers believed in Old Testament prophecy, and held its testimony
to this point to be abundantly adequate.——(5.) Yet' further, the
New Testament most fully endorses the application of these proph-
ecies to the gospel age, and especially to the conversion- of the
Gentiles, and to ge ultimate union of Jews and Gentiles in the same
earthly Church and kingdom of God. It is not easy to conceive
how they could more strongly endorse both this interpretation of
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these prophecies and its reliability, than by quoting them as proof
of these very points.

Here let us note how Paul (Acts 18: 47) quotes Isa. 49: 6: “ We
turn to the Gentiles; for so hath the Lord commanded us: I have
set thee (the Messiah) to be a light of the Gentiles,- that thou
shouldest be for salvation unto the ends of the earth.”

The chapter here quoted from is one of the most decisive and
rich prophecies of the world’s conversion. Note also how James
(Aocts 16: 15-18) cites Amos 9: 11, 12: “Simon (Peter) hath de-
clared how God at first did visit the Gentiles, &c.;and to this agree
the words of the prophet, as it is written: After this I will return,
and will build again the tabernacle of David, which is fallen down ;
and I will build again the ruins thereof, and I will set it up, that the
residue of men might seek after the Lord, and all the Gentiles, upon
whom my name is oalled, saith the Lord, who doeth all these
things. Known unto God are all his works from the beginning of
the world ; ” as if he would intimate that God had planned the con-
version of the Gentiles from the very creation of man.——In the
same way Paul (Rom. 11: 26, 27) quotes Isa. 59: 20, and in Rom.
15:18-12 quotes several prophecies, and among them Isa. 11—one
of the first-class prophecies of the conversion of the world.——Thus
do the apostles, after being fully tanght by the Spirit, see in these
prophecies that God had J)urposed and foretold the conversion of
the Gentiles to Christ, and the ultimate union of both Jews and
Gentiles in the Christian Charch. They make the same use of
these prophecies that we ought to make now, as the ground of faith
and the fountain of impulse to self-denying labor for the gathering
of all nations into the Messiah’s kingdom. It never entered their
mind that these prophecies teach nothing about the conversion of
men, but only promise a sort of heavenly paradise on this earth
after probation shall have closed. They never cite these prophecies
as teaching and proving this modern doctrine. They do continually
cite them to (prove that, through the effusions of the Spirit and the
preaching of the gospel, Gentiles and Jews shall be converted to
Ohrist. That they expected the fulfilment of these prophecies in
the Il)lresent world by means of these gospel agencies, the divine and
the human, is beyond all doubt. Hence, if their testimony be ad-
mitted, it decides the question.

4. If it be fully admitted that these prophecies pledge the conver-
sion of the world to Christ, the further question respecting the locality
of the future heavenly state loses most of its importance. Not all of
it, however, for the natural tendency of the notion that the future
heaven is to be on this earth, is material as opposed to spiritual—not
to say even sensual and carnal—exceedingly unlike the tendency and
influence of those New Testament descriptions which make heaven
consist essentially in being ‘forever with the Lord,” and in so
‘‘beholding his glory " that we become thereby forever * like him.”
8ee 1 John 8:2, and Thess, 4: 17. It may not be smperfluous,
therefore, to say, that the evidence in the Scriptures to prove that
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this earth is to be the future heaven of the saints is exceedingly
meagre.——The heaven of the Scriptures is already in existence,
“long before this earth is puritied. Myriads have already gone before
to that other better world. Everywhere in the Scriptures it is a
place to which one goes from this world. As said by our Lord:
‘In my father’s house are many mansions; I go to prepare a place
for you.” (Did he mean by these words that he was then going to
burn this world up, and purify it for a heavent) He adds: “I will
come again, and (not dwell with you on this earth, but) receive you
to myself, that where I am, there ye may be also ”” (John 14:2, 8.)
Paul “desired to depart, and to be with Christ.” At the very
time when the theory in question would plant the saints in this
glorified earth, Paul assigns them a very different location: * Them
also that sleep in Jesus will Godebring with him, i. e., up to heaven ;
and those who are then alive (not having tasted death) shall be
caught up together with "—the previously dead now raised—* in
the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air,” and ‘they inherit the king-
dom prepared for them (not a¢ the end of the world, but) from the
foundation of the world.”——But it is claimed that Isaiah, Peter, and
John teach this doctrine under the phrase, ¢ The new heavens and
the new earth” (Isa. 65:17, 18; 2 Pet. 8: 18, and Rev. 21 and 22.)
——In few words as ible, I reply: (a.) The important declara-
tions in Isaiah are : “ Behold, I create new heavens and a new earth ;
the former shall not be remembered nor come into mind. . .. But
be ye glad and rejoice forever in that which I create, for, behold, I
create Jerusalem & rejoicing, and her people a joy,”’ &c.——This is
obviously a great moral change, and not a physical one, as when
Paul says, *If any man be in Christ, there is a new creation.”
g['his is the original.) Isaiah himself explains it to mean *I create
erusalem a rejoicing, and her people a joy,” 4. e., a cause or ground
of joy to all who love God and holiness. The context still further
proves that the prophet speaks of the millennial state in this world
of probation as produced under the gospel, and not of the state of
retribution subsequent to the resurrection and final judgment.——
.) Peter, having described the burning of the earth and the works
at are therein, adds, * Nevertheless we, according to his promise,
look for a new heaven and a new earth, wherein dwelleth right-
eousness.” But this falls far short of affirming that the saints shall
dwell forever in this new earth. It just as much affirms that they
shall dwell forever in these new heavens. It does not specially
affirm either. Hence this text will scarcely suffice for a corner-
stone of any entire system of doctrine respecting the future location
of the saints. There are too many doubtful points in its interpre-
tation. It is doubtful what Peter refers to by ‘ kis promise.” He
may refer to some unwritten promise from the Saviour’s own lips;
or to Isa. 65: 17; or possibly to Rev. 21.——(¢.) John, in Rev. 21
and 22, most distinctly locates the saints before and around the
throne of God and of the Lamb; represents them as dwelling in a
great and glorious city—the new Jerusalem (which manifestly
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must be taken as Jewish costume)—but is very far indeed from
nﬂil-mingll that the location of this heavenly state is on this earth.
Indeed, he does not tell us where this holy city is located. It was
no of his design to give its celestial geography. .

these brief suggestions sha]l conduce to save the millennial
Yrophecies from the ({)erverting influence of unfounded theories, and
eave them to stand forth before the Church in their full strength
and glory, my main purpoee will be accomplished.

S
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